
What does “Flipping the Class” Mean? 

 Many of you have probably heard your son or daughter talk about me “flipping the 

class”.  I would like to explain how it works, and how it benefits your child. 

 

How it Works 

 Traditionally, in a math classroom, students would take notes while I teach them how to 

do a math concept (lecture).  Then, there is normally some time left (usually about 10-15 

minutes) for them to work on their “homework” assignment.  So essentially, I teach them in 

class, they do “homework” at home. 

  When we “flip” the class, we flip homework and teaching.  I create a video of me 

teaching them a particular math concept, which they watch at home using the internet.  The 

student is still required to manually write the notes down and bring them to class the next day.  

The next day in class, I check to see if they have taken the notes. If they have, they get the 

whole class period (40 minutes) to work on what used to be a “homework” assignment.  If they 

work hard, they can usually get it done in class. 

 

The Advantages 

1. Students learn math by doing math.  If students can have class time to work on their 

assignment, they are more likely to get it done. 

2. While students are “doing” their math, I can individually tutor and guide them.  Students 

can find out immediately if they are doing their problems correctly. 

3. Students score better on homework quizzes and tests, since they are getting more of 

their assignments done. 

4. Since more class time is available, students can work on the “challenge” problems I 

assign while they have me or a classmate to help them think through the problem. 

5. Parents can learn or “relearn” what we are covering in class.  This allows parents to help 

their child with questions, and to stay better informed about what we are doing in class. 

How Can You Help? 

1. Check the “daily assignments” section of my webpage to see if your son/daughter was 

supposed to watch a session of video notes that night. 

2. Make sure your computer has speakers or headphones so students can hear me 

explaining the notes while they take them. 

3. Watch the notes yourself!  If your child is struggling with a particular concept, you can 

watch the notes, refresh your skills, and help guide them. 

4. Help manage brothers and sisters’ time on the computer.  Often, my students will share 

a concern that “my brother/sister wouldn’t let me get on the computer”.  Anything you 

can do to help with this would be great. 

5. Contact or email me with questions or concerns.  Is the video playing properly?  Are the 

files too large for your internet connection? Or any other questions I can answer, please 

call at the school 740-596-5258 ext 273 or email: jlindner@vinton.k12.oh.us . 


